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The emergence of social as a modifier 
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Social Entrepreneurship 

Social entrepreneurs play the role of change agents in the  

social sector, by: 
 

ÅAdopting a mission to create and sustain social value 
(not just private value), 

ÅRecognizing and relentlessly pursuing new opportunities to 

serve that mission, 

ÅEngaging in a process of continuous innovation, 

adaptation, and learning, 

ÅActing boldly without being limited by resources currently in 

hand, and 

ÅExhibiting heightened accountability to the 

constituencies served and for the outcomes created. 

Source: Greg Dees, The Meaning of ñSocial Entrepreneurship,ò J. Gregory Dees, Duke University, May 30, 2001 
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